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 Long term care residents will soon see a dramatic 
improvement in the cloths that health care workers 
use to clean them.  Small rough face cloths are being 
replaced with larger, softer, more absorbent cloths.  
 Another innovation is that cloths for providing 
personal care will now be colour and size coded.  Cloths 
used to clean resident’s faces are yellow and cloths used 
to clean other parts of the body are blue and larger.   
Care aides, families and patients will be assured that 
personal care will have a higher level of hygiene and 
can feel more confident that cloths used throughout the 
facility will be used for the same purpose each time.
 The quality of the wash cloths is significantly 
improved.  Patients will notice a much softer cloth and 
experience an improved cleansing experience.  The 
increased size of the cloths will allow care workers to use 
fewer cloths per task, replacing the 3 or 4 cloths that are 
sometimes necessary with the former product.
 The larger, colour coded cloths will also signal to long 
term care workers that their purpose is for personal care 
only and not for other cleaning tasks in the facility.  It is 
also expected that fewer cloths will be lost or discarded.
 The Regina Qu’Appelle Health Region (RQHR) has 
been using the new cloths for a year.  For the first year, 
they reduced their consumption rate by 60%.   The 
switch to the new cloths will be completed throughout 
the province by 2014.  
 This innovation will improve the patient experience, 
lower inventory, significantly improve infection 
prevention and control and decrease processing costs.

A softer, cleaner touch 
for long term care residents

• The province purchases 350,000 wash 
 cloths annually
• The cloths cost 16¢ each
• A 60% reduction in annual purchasing 
 will save $22,400

Larger, softer yellow face cloth replaces 
scratchy smaller white cloth 

Larger, softer blue cloth replaces smaller 
white cloth for personal care

Tuesday, October 15, 2013


